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1. Nina Garduno, the vice
president for men's fashion at
Ron Herman Fred Segal (8100

Melrose Avenue, Los Angeles), is
more than a store buyer. She's
ator of cool who has made a
career of nurturing cutting-edge
designers whom most L.A. men
wouldn't have dreamed of wearing
when she started over 20 years
ago. Garduno coddles their
sreations just as lovingly. She and
her team, including the head
men's-wear buyer, Brett Brooks,

“are very hands-on,” she says
“You have to handle the clothes,

nurse them. There's no way | could
waork for a company that made

me work with paper.” These days
she splits her time between Ron

Herman and her own fledgling

retail venture, Freecity Supershop
(3868 Cross Creek Road, Malibu,
Calif.), which sells everything from
hand-s ed T-shirts to teepees.

2. Garduno has a lot of firsts
under her belt. She was one of
the first American retailers to buy
men's wear by Dries Van Noten,
Helmut Lang, Costume National
and Thom Browne, whose
detachable-bustle jacket ($3,000
at Ron Herman) is shown here
""His clothes are about fit, not
fashion,” she says. "'A supercool
guy can wear it because he
knows it's fashion, and a
vative gentleman can wear
it and not even know it's fashion.’
Bustle notwithstanding
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3. She also has some
interesting things hanging from
her belt. These hand-beaded

fetishes ($700 for the three pieces

at Freecity Supershop) are part
of a collection of Native American
oy a pal, the
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6. A fortuitous meeting in
Paris turned her on to the
London-based d
Kaufmann. Stanlf
y make Sw
sweaters, fine-c n T-shir
underwear, as well as perfect
belts and bags.” This weekender
s $580 at Ron Herman
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